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Definition of a clause:
�A clause is aogroupoofowords which includes ao

subject andoaoverb.oTheosubject ofoaoclauseocan be
mentioned orohidden,obutotheoverb mustobe apparent.

�Examples: �Examples: 
- Iograduated lastoyear.o(oneoclause)

- when Iocameohere,oIosaw him.o(two clauses)

- Phill organized theomeetingowhile Janotook careoofo
theocatering,owhich turned outotoobe theomost
memorable partoofotheoafternoon.o(othree clauses)



independent and dependent

clauses:
� Independene clause:

Anoindependent clauseo
functions onoits own too
make aomeaningful
sentenceoandolooksomuch

� Dependen clause: 
Esubordinaee clause)

Itocannot function onoits own
because it leaves theoidea
unfinished.oDependent helposentenceoandolooksomuch

like aoregular sentence.

Eg:

- She is smart.

- Perhaps theodecline ofothis
countryohasoalready
started.

unfinished.oDependent helpo
theoindependent clauseso
complete theosentence.

Eg:

- Which was too expesive.

Thereoareothree typesoofo
dependent clauses:onoun,o
adjectiveoandoadverb clauses.



Noun clauses:
� A noun clause is a dependent cdause that can be 

used the same ways as a noun or a pronoun.oIto
functions asoaosubjece, objece, subjece
complemene, ehe objece of a preposieion and complemene, ehe objece of a preposieion and 
as ehe adjeceive complemene.

� Aonoun clauseousually usually begins with words
like that,owho,owhom,owhose,owhich,owhat,o
whatever,owhoever,owhomever,owhichever,o
whenever,wherever,when,owhere,ohow,owhy,oif,o
whether.



Functions of a noun clause:
� As ehe subjece of a seneence:
Aonoun clauseocan be theosubject ofotheoindependent

clause.

Eg:oEg:o

- (What she wore tootheoparty)oreally turned some
heads.

- (oWhat Tomodid)oamazed me.

- (Howoyouomanagedotoomakeosoomuchomoneyoino
suchoaoshortotime)ohasorecentlyooccupiedomyo
mind.



� As ehe objece of a seneence:

Anoobject answers theoquestionowhat/owhom
aboutotheoverb.aboutotheoverb.

Eg:o

- Iowill telloyou (why this had toohappen)o– it’s
because theopeopleoat theotoporefused toosee theo
troublesocoming.

- Please ask mom (what we’re having forodinner).



�As ehe subjece complemene

Theosubject complement answers theo
questionowhat/owhom aboutotheosubject.oquestionowhat/owhom aboutotheosubject.o

Eg:o

-Theobigoproblemoiso(thatoweohaveorunooutoofo
money).

- Pauloisn’t (owhat is generally considered
handsome).



�As ehe objece of a preposieion:

We can useoaonoun clauseoasoanoobject tooao
preposition.preposition.

Eg:

- Heodoesonotounderstandoaboue (whomeveroIo
amosooworried).

- It’somoreoaoquestionoof (whomosheosaidoitoto)o
ehan (whyosheosaidoit).



�As ehe adjeceive complemene

Giving moreoinformationotooanoindependent
sentence.

Eg:o

- Theocommitteeomembersowereofuriouso(thatoIowaso
halfoanohourolateoforotheomeeting).

- Ioamohappyo(thatoyouohaveodecidedotoocome).



NB
� Sometimes inoaosentence,owe can haveoboth theosubject

andotheoobject ofotheowhole independent sentense aso
noun clauses.

� Eg:o� Eg:o

- (that she might be right)ois (owhat frightens me).

- (ohowoyou gooaboutodoing your work)oshould noe 
affece (when you get it done).



Adjective Clause:(relative clause)
� Adjeceive clause is aodependent clauseomodifiesoao

noun oroaopronoun;otheowhole clauseoacts asoano
adjectiveoandoanswering theoquestions:owhae kind? 
How many? Which one? How many? Which one? 

adjectiveoclausesobegin with relativeopronouns :othat,o
which,owho,owhom,owhose,owhen,owhere,oandowhy.o

- «othat,owhich,oandowho »ocan be both theoconjuction
andotheosubject ofotheoclause.



� - Theoadjectiveoclauseomustoalmost always comeoafter
theonoun that it is modifying,obutothere areosome
exceptionsoi.e.otheoadjectiveoclauseothat modifiesotheo
whole situation.owhole situation.o

� Thereoareothree typesoofoadjectiveocluses:o

1- Identifying adjectiveoclauses.

2- Non- identifying adjectiveoclauses.

3- Situational adjectiveoclauses.



� Ideneifying adjeceive clauses: Edefining)

E no commas)

Itois basically pointing tootheonoun andogives you
something necessary aboutotheonoun.something necessary aboutotheonoun.

Eg:o

- Theomano(owho lives next door)ois aodoctor.

- Theogirlo(owho sold meotheocar)osaid it was hers.

- Theovegetableso(that peopde deave uneaten) are often 
the most nutritious. 



� Non- ideneifying: Emodifying)

Ecommas)

Itogives extraoinformationoaboutotheonoun.

Eg:

- Dr.oSmith, (who lives next door),ois aoretired
surgeon.

- Broccoli, (which peopde often deave uneaten), is very 
nutritious. 



�Sieuaeional: Ecommas)

Adjectiveoclauseothat modify theowhole
situationobefore it.situationobefore it.

Eg:o

- Iobought myself aomotorcycle foromy
birthday, (which madeomy wife crasy).

- Larryofailed his test, (which means he will goo
toosummer school).



NB
� Inoadjectiveoclauses,osometimes we can useoao

preposition with aorelativeopronoun such as:oabouto
whom,otoowhom,oinowhich …etc

� Eg:o� Eg:o

- Theoeccentric billionaire,o(aboutowhom theopublico
knows little),odonated millionsotoocharity.

- Theocar,o(inowhich theoactor arrived)ois aolamborghini.



Adverb Clauses:
� An adverb clause is aodependent clauseothatomodifieso

aoverb,oanoadjectiveooroanotheroadverb.oItousuallyo
modifiesotheoverb.

- Adverb cdauses answer the foddowing questions: how? - Adverb cdauses answer the foddowing questions: how? 
When? Where? Why? To what extent? How much? How 
dong? And under what condition?

� Adverb cdauses are introduced by subordinate 
conjunctions incduding after, adthough, as, as if, before, 
because, if, since, so that, than, though, undess, untid, 
when, where, and whide. These are just some of the 
more common ones.



� Theoconjuctions we useoinoadverb clausesoareo
categorized byotheofunction ofotheoclause.o

� Theoconjunctions we useoaccording tootheofunction ofo
theoclause:theoclause:

Time: after,owhen,ountil,obefore,owhile,owhenever,…etc

Condieion: if,owhether,ounless,…etc

Cause and effece : because,oas,osince,oinoorder that,oso,…

Conerase: though,oaltough,owhile,owhereas,…etc



And here are some examples of 

various adverb clauses . . .

�Time clauses:

�Tellowhenotheoactionoinotheoindependento
clauseotakesoplace.oItoCanocomeobeforeooro
afterotheoindependentoclause.ooafterotheoindependentoclause.oo

�Eg:o
- (AfteroIoleftoworkoyesterday),oweocheckedooutotheo

newoartomarket.

- - (whenotheoclockostrikesomidnight),osheohasotoo
leave.



�Condieion  adverb clauses: 

They areoalso called conditionals oroifoclauses.o
They showothat oneothing mustobe true foroThey showothat oneothing mustobe true foro
something else toobe true.

Eg:o

- (Unless you run fast),oyou will missotheobus.

- (Ifoyou save some money),oyou can buy ao
newogame.



� Cause adverb clauses:

They areoalso called reason clausesothat showotheo
reason forosomething.oTheomainoclauseousuallyreason forosomething.oTheomainoclauseousually
gives theoresult ofosuch clause.

Eg:o

- Heostayed awake until midnight (because he
had toofinishohis report).

- (Since he hasolongohair),ohe wears aoponytail.



�Conerase adverb clauses:
Itopresents anounexpected result between theo

informationoinotheoadverb cl.oAndotheomainocl.oIto
showsotheodifference between two ideas inoaoshowsotheodifference between two ideas inoao
sentence.

Eg:o

(Although you gaveoit your best),oyou didn’t win theo
match.

I’ll be inoNewoYorkoinoJune (althouhg I’m notosureo
which days).




